
William John (Bill) Rea

Bill was a Past President and Victoria Camera Club 
member for 30 years.  Bill had an avid interest in 
photography starting back in his high school days; he 
joined VCC in 1985. 

Bill held a variety of positions on the Board of Directors 
for VCC, from Outings Chairperson to several stints as 
Photographers in Action Coordinator, to two terms as 
President.

He was an avid contributor to Close-Up presenting an 
ongoing series of articles and cartoons.

In 1997, 
Leon Berod presented his friend, Bill, 
with the Frank Turner Award.

He later moved up Island to supervise 
the building of schools for John Neilson 
Architects.

His next move, with his partner Trudy 
Schouten (née Nievaart), also a VCC 
member (1993-98), was to Qualicum 
Beach to work for CJP Architects. It is 
noted that Trudy organized VCC slide 
competitions.

Bill was passionate about photography 
which he continued for leisure and for 
the architects as well as resorts like 
Madrona.

In 1996 he won the Audrey Johnson Award for photography at the Sooke Fine Arts 
Show.



In 2001, he joined his partner Trudy Nievaart, in Holland.  They found many 
photographic opportunities in their travels throughout Holland, France, Ireland, and 
Spain, for example.
He also taught the Principles of Photography: “The Art of Seeing” to students at an 
international school.

Bill passed away in Parksville, where he had lived since 2011, on January 10th.

See more Close-Up clippings below.

Bill & Trudy, taken in 2009
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